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1 Problem Definition 
 
Why is the topic of the thesis important and interesting? 
What is the aim of the thesis? Why is it relevant? 
What aspects will not be included in the thesis? 
How is the topic analyzed in the thesis? 
How is the thesis structured? What is the common theme running through the thesis? 
 
 

 
Fig. 1: Areas currently affected by Piracy 
 
As Figure 1 shows, countries in South America, Africa and Southeast Asia are primarily affected 
by piracy. This finding is also made clear by the studies of Raymond (2005), Raymond (2005) 
and Rohwer et al. (1986). 
 
The current extent of the issue of piracy can be derived from reports in the print media – such 
as the NZZ – in Western European countries1. 
However, as can be seen from Table 1, after having reached a high-point in 2011, the problem 
of piracy has reduced, at least quantitatively, over the past number of years. 
 
Tab. 1: Number of Pirate Attacks 

Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Number 239 263 293 410 445 439 297 264 163 

Source: Statista 2014, ICC 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 See Signer (2014). 
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Appendix 
 
Here, important supplementary and/or complementary contents can be included with the 
thesis, which, however, are not key components of the work. 


